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GUIDELINES FOR REVIEWERS 
 
 

Thank you for assisting the journal to assess a  submission for publication. The following 
are suggested guidelines for structuring your assessment: 
 
1. Please say whether you consider the submitted article makes a new contribution to 
knowledge in its field, or extends our understanding of its subject matter by its use of 
important new sources, approaches, or arguments. If so, please note the main ways in 
which you believe it achieves this. 
 
2. Please make a brief assessment of any weakenesses in the piece, indicating in general 
where you believe more needs to be done to strengthen the argument(s) and suggesting 
any new sources, etc, that the author might use to address any problems you raise. 
 
3. If you find the submitted article not publishable for reasons that mainly concern poor 
expression or confused argument, but with content you consider has the potential to make 
a real contribution to its field or usefully extend our understanding of its subject matter, 
please indicate this in your assessment. This question is of particular interest to the 
editors, who will endeavour to assist authors to bring potentially valuable submissions up 
to a publishable standard.  
 
4. In addition to the foregoing, please feel free to add any comments you think relevant to 
a proper assessment of the scholarly value of the article submitted.  
 
5. Finally, could you state whether you consider the submitted article should be: 

• Essentially published as it stands  
• Published with some modifications according to your suggestions 
• Published only after serious revision, along lines you indicate, and 

whether you require reassessment 
• Not published by this journal  

 
6. We normally communicate reviewer’s reports in an unedited and anonymous form to 
the author. However, if you wish to contact the author, we will make your identity known 
at the time, should you request it.   
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please email your review, within 8 weeks of receiving the article for assessment, to the 
journal at csds@anu.edu.au or to whichever editor contacted you (tana.li@anu.edu.au or 
nola.cooke@anu.edu.au). 
 
Should there be any difficulty with email contact, please post your review to: 
 

 
The Editors 
Chinese Southern Diaspora Studies 
Centre for the Study of the Chinese Southern Diaspora 
Pacific and Asian History 
Research School of Pacific and Asian History 
The Australian National University 
Canberra ACT 0200 
Australia. 

 
Once more, thank you for agreeing to assist the journal in this way. Your expertise is 
greatly valued by us. 
 
Nola Cooke, English language editor 
Li Tana, Chinese language editor 
 
 


